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Abstract Biosynthesis of gold nanostructures has drawn increasing concerns because of its green and sustainable synthetic
process. However, biosynthesis of gold nanoplates is still a challenge because of the expensive source and difficulties of
controllable formation of morphology and size. Herein, one-pot biosynthesis of gold nanoplates is proposed, in which
cheap yeast was extracted as a green precursor. The morphologies and sizes of the gold nanostructures can be controlled
via varying the pH value of the biomedium. In acid condition, gold nanoplates with side length from 1300 ± 200 to
300 ± 100 nm and height from 18 to 15 nm were obtained by increasing the pH value. Whereas, in neutral or basic
condition, only gold nanoflowers and nanoparticles were obtained. It was determined that organic molecules, such as
succinic acid, lactic acid, malic acid, and glutathione, which are generated in metabolism process, played important role in
the reduction of gold ions. Besides, it was found that the gold nanoplates exhibited plasmonic property with prominent
dipole infrared resonance in near-infrared region, indicating their potential in surface plasmon-enhanced applications, such
as bioimaging and photothermal therapy.
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1 Introduction
In past decades, gold nanostructures have attracted signif-
icant interest due to their potential applications in diverse
fields, such as surface-enhanced Raman scattering, pho-
tothermal therapy, catalysis, electronics, sensing, and
imaging, etc. [1–9]. Since the properties of gold nanos-
tructures can be well controlled by sizes, shapes, and
crystal orientations, numerous efforts have been made to
fabricate gold nanostructures with various morphologies,
including nanoplates, nanowires, nanorods, nanocubes,
nanoclusters, etc. [6, 10–13]. Among them, gold nanoplates
have attracted increased attention due to their excellent
localized surface plasmon resonance properties assigned
from their sharp corners and edges. So far, many synthetic
strategies were developed to synthesize gold nanoplates,
such as seeded-growth method [11, 14, 15], thermal
reduction approach [16], electrochemical approach [17],
and photocatalytic approach [18]. Notably, Zhang et al.
have reported monodispersed triangular gold nanoplates
with very high morphological yield ([90 %) using a rapid
one-pot seedless growth progress, in which iodide ions not
only selectively bind to the Au {111} facets but also
selectively remove other less stable shape impurities
through oxidative etching by forming triiodide ions, thus
facilitating the formation of nuclei with dominant planar
structure [19]. However, gold nanoplates synthesized by
chemical approaches have serious limitations in biomedical
applications due to the toxic surfactants, the complexity,
and high cost of reducing agents and surfactants [20–22].
Hence, it is necessary for greener and more accessible
synthesis of gold nanoplates with high morphological yield
[23–29].
Biosynthesis of gold nanostructures has many advan-
tages such as environment-friendly, energy efficiency,
biocompability, and low cost [30, 31]. Till now, several
strategies, including microorganisms and plants, have been
used for the biosynthesis of gold nanoparticles [31].
Comparing with the method using microorganisms, there
exist a primary factor limiting the use of plant species in
the biosynthesis of gold nanoparticles, in which excess use
of plant species may pose a risk and imbalance to the plant
diversity [32]. So far, many microorganisms such as Rhi-
zopus oryzae [32, 33], Neurospora crassa [34], and Tri-
choderma harzianum [35, 36] have been reported to
successfully synthesize gold nanoparticles. The biosyn-
thesis of gold nanoparticles using microorganisms is
mainly divided into two approaches: intracellular and
extracellular. As to the former, it has been demonstrated
that enzymes in the microorganisms can transfer electrons
from reductants to gold ions, which results in the reduction
of gold ions and formation of gold particles. But because
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the reduction happens in cell, it is difficult to get gold
nanoparticles separately, thus hindering the direct appli-
cation in next steps. As to the latter, the gold ion is reduced
by the metabolites of microorganisms. Thus it is conve-
nient to separate Au products using this approach. But it is
sometimes inevitable that gold ions may be uptaken by the
cell and bound out of the intracellular membrane, which
causes the reduction on the surface of the microorganism.
In this case, the separation between gold products and
microorganisms is also difficult. Among many microor-
ganisms for biosynthesis of gold particles, yeast has lots of
advantages because of its abundance, and more importantly
its high yield. Yeasts are easy to handle in laboratory
conditions, to synthesize high amount of enzymes and
grow rapidly employing simple nutrients [37]. However,
methods using yeast to prepare gold nanoparticles also
have common issues like other biosynthesis methods, that
is, the size and morphology are uncontrollable and
nonuniform. This is mainly due to the fact that biomedium
is too complex to be fully understood and therefore inter-
ferences from invalid metabolites and nutrients can hardly
be controlled [38–40].
Herein, metabolites of yeast were used to synthesize
gold nanoplates. Various morphologies of gold nanoplates
(triangle, truncated triangle, and hexagonal nanoplates)
with uniform size were fabricated successfully. The water
solubility and evolution of gold nanoplates were explored.
Properties of active molecules in the biomedium were
measured and a postulated synthesis process of nanoplates
in the acid condition is given finally. Extinction spectra and
charge distribution profiles of the three types of nanoplates
are compared by performing finite-difference time-domain
(FDTD) calculations, indicating their potential in surface
plasmon-enhanced applications.
2 Materials and Methods
2.1 Materials
Instant high-sugar dry yeasts were purchased from AB
MAURI. Sucrose, sodium hydroxide (NaOH), and
chloroauric acid hydrated (HAuCl44H2O) were purchased
from Sino Pharm Chemical Corporation, analytically pure
and used without any further purification. The deionized
water used was purified by the Simplicity Ultrapure Water
Systems (18.2 MX cm at 25 C).
2.2 Biological Solution
Firstly, 7.2 g sucrose and 1 g instant dry yeast were dis-
solved in 300 mL deionized water. Then the mixed solu-
tion was co-incubated in a shaker at 35 C for 48 h. During
this period, the concentration of yeast cells and some
metabolites were produced and increased significantly. The
final pH value of the culture medium was 3.3. Subse-
quently, the obtained culture medium was purified by a
two-step centrifugation of two 15 min centrifugations at
1200 and 8000 rpm, respectively. At the first low speed
step, yeast cells were precipitated and prevented from cell
rupture. While at the second high speed step, hypha and
cell debris were centrifuged as sedimentation. Then the
biomedium will go through half-an-hour’s boiling and the
third centrifugation step of 8000 rpm for 15 min. Finally,
the biological solution was obtained and would serve as
both the reducing agents and the surfactants in the fol-
lowing procedure.
2.3 Synthesis of Gold Nanoplates
Yeast culture medium extract in 10 mL was equally dis-
tributed into two conical flasks. One remained the same,
while the other was adjusted by NaOH (0.5 M) to the pH
value of 4.0. Then the two samples were co-incubated with
500 lL HAuCl4 (2.5 mM) in water bath for 5 h at 30 C.
The samples went through centrifugation of 3000 rpm for
10 min and re-dispersed in deionized water alternatively to
remove biomass in the reaction solution. The final solutions
were kept in the refrigerator for 1 month at 4 C.
2.4 Characterizations
The morphologies of gold NPs were observed by scanning
electron microscopy (SEM, Carl Zeiss Ultra Plus, Ger-
many) and transmission electron microscopy (TEM, JEM-
2100HT, Japan). Atomic Force Microscope (AFM) images
were acquired using a Multimode Nanoscope V scanning
probe microscopy system (Bruker, USA). The commer-
cially available AFM cantilever tips with a force constant
of 50 N m-1 and resonance vibration frequency of
350 kHz (Bruker, USA) were used. The samples of gold
nanoplates were prepared by centrifugalizing the crude
solution at 10,000 rpm for 10 min to wash out the organics
in the supernatant liquid and then re-dispersed by ultra-
sonic dispersion in aqueous solution for SEM, TEM, and
AFM investigations. FT-IR spectrum was recorded on a
VERTEX 70 spectrometer (Bruker, Germany) with DTGS
or MCT as detector. Protein test was carried out by Coo-
massie brilliant blue-stained SDS-PAGE on Mini-protean
Tetra (Bio-Rad, American) with a ChemiDoc MP imaging
system (Bio-Rad, American). LC-ESI/HRMS was per-
formed on a Waters ACQUITY UPLC system equipped
with a binary solvent delivery manager and a sample
manager, coupled with a Waters Micromass Q-TOF Pre-
mier Mass Spectrometer equipped with an electrospray
interface (Waters Corporation, Milford, MA). The column
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used in LC is Acclaim Trinity P1 column (100 9 2.1 mm,
3 lm) (Thermo Scientific, American). Amino acid analysis
(AAA) of biomedium was carried out on an automatic
amino acid analyzer L-8900 (Hitachi Ltd., Japan). In the
simulation, MEEP 49 a FDTD software package was
employed and Drude–Lorentz model was used to represent
the dielectric function of bulk Au. The refractive index of
the surrounding medium was set as 1.33. A plane wave
propagating in the direction perpendicular to the plate was
used as the excitation source in the simulation. The mesh
grid was set as 3.0 nm in size. Charge distribution profiles
were calculated at the top surfaces of the plates and at peak
wavelengths of the extinction spectrum.
3 Results and Discussion
3.1 Controllable Preparation of Gold Nanoplates
at Different pH Conditions
In this work yeast was prior cultured in sucrose-only
medium at pH 3.3. Figure 1a, b show the SEM images of
the gold nanoplates obtained at pH 3.3 and 4.0 condition,
respectively. The acid culture solution was obtained using
the yeast extract directly without any pre-process, while the
basic culture was obtained by adding NaOH solution in the
yeast extract. The gold nanoplates prepared at pH = 3.3
show larger sizes with diagonal lengths of 1300 ± 200 nm
than those prepared at pH = 4.0 with diagonal lengths of
300 ± 100 nm. As shown in Fig. 1a, b, it can be found that
triangle, truncated triangle, and hexagon nanoplates are
coexisting. The ratio of triangles is higher in Fig. 1b than
those of triangles in Fig. 1a, which is consistent with the
report about the transformation between triangles and
hexagons [41].
The ratio of triangle and hexagon depends on the
stacking faults commonly occurred in close-packed lat-
tices. For the face-centered cubic metal, when a single
planar defect (e.g., a twin or a stacking fault) is involved,
hexagonal plates can form in the early stage of growth due
to the six-fold symmetry of a face-centered cubic lattice.
As proposed by previous reports, the presence of a planar
defect can cause the six-sided faces, where the defect plane
ends, to form alternating concave- and convex-type sur-
faces [20]. Because each atomic site only has three nearest
atomic neighbors on the convex-type surface, the stabi-
lization energy for attaching atoms to this surface is rela-
tively low. As a result, the atoms on this surface tend to be
dissolved into solution again, creating a high-energy barrier
for the addition of atoms. In contrast, the concave-type
surface creates a reentrant groove, a self-perpetuating ledge
that increases the number of nearest neighbors for an
adatom and thus the stabilization energy. In this case,
atomic addition becomes favorable. Taken together, in a
crystal with a single planar defect, the fast addition of
metal to the concave sides can cause those very faces to
grow out of existence, leading to a triangular plate whose
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Fig. 1 SEM images of a gold nanoplates synthesized at low pH without NaOH, and b small gold nanoplates synthesized at high pH tuned by
NaOH solution. AFM images of: c large and d small nanoplates. The height profile of e large nanoplates, and f small nanoplates
5 Page 4 of 13 Nano-Micro Lett. (2017) 9:5
123
Hexagonal and triangular gold nanoplates often co-exist
in the aforementioned polymer or surfactant-assisted pro-
cess. Only the presence of a single twin plane in the seed is
expected to direct growth in two dimensions which limits
the final size and pure morphology of the nanoprism, while
the presence of two parallel twin planes would make the
fast growing edges to regenerate one another, allowing
shapes such as hexagonal nanoplates to form [41–43].
Figure 1c, d show the Atomic force microscopy (AFM)
images of the two gold nanoplate samples, and the thick-
nesses of the two kinds of nanoplates are *18 and
*15 nm, respectively.
TEM and HRTEM images were used to investigate the
crystallization of the biosynthesized gold nanoplates, and
the results are shown in Fig. 2. The binding contours across
the gold nanoplates in Fig. 2a is ascribed to high surface
tension [44]. Both the surfaces and the edges in the small
gold nanoplates are rougher than the large ones (Fig. 2b).
Selected area electron diffraction (SAED) patterns in
Fig. 2c and regular crystal lattice in Fig. 2e together
demonstrate the well crystallization of the synthesized gold
nanoplates. Three sets of characteristic spots marked by
square, triangle, and circle in Fig. 2c represent 1/3{422},
{220}, and {422} crystal planes, respectively. The
1/3{422} super lattice pattern occurs when the gold
nanoplate contains a {111} twin plane [45]. Figure 2d
shows typical patterns of polycrystal, and the correspond-
ing HRTEM image in Fig. 2f shows abundant crystal
defections [21, 46, 47]. The regions marked with red arrow
A and B reveal the representative fracture and vacancy of
the gold nanoplates, respectively. The growth process of
the gold nanoplates is displayed in Fig. S1. At the first
stage of the reaction, only gold nanoparticles are synthe-
sized. Along with the time, gold nanoplates grow by
accumulation and integration of small gold nanoparticles
but not completely merge together.
The pH-dependent biosynthesis of gold nanostructures is
further explored in the neutral and base condition. When
the pH of the biomedium is tuned by NaOH solution, a
mixture of nanoplates and nanoflowers, nanoflowers, and
small nanoparticles were obtained at the pH values of 5.0,
7.0, and 10.0, respectively (Fig. S2).
Fig. 2 a, c, e corresponding TEM, SAED, and HRTEM images of large gold nanoplates synthesized at low pH without NaOH. b, d,
f Corresponding TEM, SAED, and HRTEM images of small gold nanoplates synthesized at high pH tuned by NaOH
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3.2 Morphological Evolution of Gold Nanoplates
in Aqueous Solution
The morphological evolution was studied in order to
observe the stability of the gold nanoplates. The gold
products including all the gold nanoplates and nanoparti-
cles were dispersed in deionized water and then kept for a
month. It was found that both the gold nanoplates and
nanoparticles changed their morphologies, which may be
due to the slow recrystallization and rearrangement of gold
atoms. According to the Kelvin equation [48], the solid
solubility (C) in the solution is a function of the solid size,










where Cr and Cr0 are the solubility of nanoparticles with
diameter r and r0 (r[ r0), respectively, q is the density of
gold nanoparticles, M is the relative atomic mass, R is the
ideal gas constant, and T is absolute temperature. Based on
the above equation, it can be calculated that the equilibrium
saturation concentrations of the large-sized nanoplates are
much lower than those of the small-sized nanoparticles.
After being re-dispersed in deionized water, the saturation
equilibrium is further deviated, and the surface protection
is weakened. Thus it can be seen that gold nanoplates grow
larger to multi-layered ones, as a trade-off between the
different equilibrium saturation concentrations. In the same
way, gold nanoparticles are gradually etched. The struc-
tures of nanoplates would gradually change in order to
adapt to the increasing surface tension. As a result, the
formation of sub-grains in the nanoplates and the increase
of proportion of spiral gold nanoplates will happen in order
to release the high surface tension.
The proof of bending contours and sub-grains is con-
firmed in TEM and HRTEM images (Fig. 3a, b). SAED
patterns of the gold nanoplate in Fig. 3c clearly present its
structure: (1) the strong 1/3{422} diffraction indicates that
there are lots of {111} micro-twinning structures in the
nanoplate; (2) the diffraction circles of {111} and {200}
reveal the existence of the attached nanoparticles; (3)
splitting spots in the circular direction shown in the
diffraction patterns (Fig. 3c) reveal diffraction spots of
rotated sub-grains. The schematic illustration in Fig. 3d
shows how small angles contribute to the contrast of con-
tours. The contrast stripes change their position when the
specimen is tilted along the X-axis (Fig. 3e–l), also indi-
cating inconsistent lattice orientation in the gold nanoplate.
When the lattice in the crystalline structure is hetero-ori-
ented, small angles arise between crystal planes of the
same family [49].
Figure 4 presents large nanoplates with several layers.
The centers of the multi-layered spiral nanoplates in
Fig. 4a have a stack of irregular gold nanostructures, due to
the supply of gold atoms in the growth process. Figure S3
shows that the gold nanoparticles integrated with gold
nanoplates have a tendency to be linearized, while other
gold nanoparticles change from sphere-like nanoparticles
to irregular polyhedron ones with crystal planes of lower
energy exposed. TEM image in Fig. 4c of multi-layered
spiral gold nanoplate shows Moire´ fringes, indicating the
orientation mismatches between different layers [50].
However, the orientation mismatches caused by disloca-
tions or cracks between different lamellas are too tiny to be
detected in the corresponding SAED patterns. The SAED
image shows a typical super lattice patterns, implying that
the multi-layered nanoplates are well crystallized and grow
in a critical growth periodicity.
Figure 5 shows the spiral nanoplates with several layers
growing along edges. In the restructuring of gold atoms,
multi-layered growth may be generated in two ways: one is
caused by dislocations (Fig. 5c); the other owes to high
interface tension cracks (Fig. 5d) [51]. When the sub-
boundary stretches to surface or particles stack at the edge,
dislocations are generated on the edge (Fig. 5e) [41].
Evidence of nanoplate cracks due to the excessive surface
tension is shown in Fig. S4. The schematic stage-based
growth routine is given in Fig. 6, corresponding to SEM
images of spiral nanoplates at different ripening stage. The
evolution belongs to an Ostwald ripening procedure to
reduce the system energy. At the beginning, stages are
generated due to high surface tension crack or nucleated
dislocations by false stacking or sub-boundary stretching.
Subsequently, the curved new edge is linearized to
polygonal line parallel to the native edges [49]. All the
layers of the gold nanoplates are growing, of which the
growth direction is pointed by red arrows. Eventually, the
monolayer nanoplates with larger sizes and layer numbers
are formed.
3.3 Possible Mechanism for the Biosynthesis of Gold
Nanoplates
In order to detect the reactive species in the synthesis of
gold nanoparticles, both the composition and the micro-
scopic process in the reaction solution have been studied
with sodium dodecyl sulfate-polyacrylamide gel elec-
trophoresis (SDS-PAGE) and amino acid analysis (AAA)
measurement. As shown in Fig. S5, no protein was detected
in the fermentation liquor in the synthesis of gold
nanoparticles. So proteins hardly make any contributions in
the synthesis progress. Table S1 displays the other species,
which mainly are multi-amino acid. It can be seen that
glutamic acid (Glu) has the highest concentration. To
identify the compositions more comprehensively, the fer-
mentation liquor goes through high-performance liquid
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chromatography–electrospray ionizer/high resolution mass
spectrometer (LC-ESI/HRMS). Succinic acid, lactic acid,
and malic acid, which show high concentrations in the LC-
ESI/HRMS, are products of Kreb’s cycle, providing the
culture medium with a low pH (Fig. 7). Glutathione (GSH)
with amino groups is of high concentration which plays an
important role in preventing cells from dying and being
oxidized under harsh conditions. All the species in the
biosynthesis medium are organic molecules generated in
metabolism induced by sucrose-only medium. In addition,
the nutrient-induced condition can trigger the cell autoly-
sis, reducing the effect of specific expression and improve
the repeatability. It is also worth mentioning that, although
the specific expression can be interrupted by the slight
change of the surroundings, the autolysates of the cell are
alike, ensuring that the experiment be repeated easily.
Based on the analysis of the compositions of the bio-
medium, a schematic illustration of the synthesis approach
is demonstrated in Fig. 8. Before the addition of HAuCl4,



















Fig. 3 a TEM, b magnified TEM images, and c SAED patterns of the same nanoplate are depicted without tiling the sample holder. d Schematic
illustration of the contours with small angles. The incident beam is exactly parallel to the crystal planes at A and directly transmitted, while the
orientation of B meets Bragg relationship and diffracted electron beam of B tends, resulting in bright contrast in A and dark contrast in B on the
objective aperture. e–l Bright-field TEM images of the same nanoplate depicted when X-axis of the sample holder tiled every 5 from -15 to
20
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the culture medium. As amino groups have a strong ten-
dency to be protonated in the acid condition, molecules
with these groups are positively charged. When the nega-
tive auric chloride acid complexes are introduced into the
reaction system, the gold ions are entrapped by the bio-
molecules. It was observed in the reaction that once the two
kinds of transparent reaction solutions were mixed toge-
ther, the mixture got turbid and light colored [52]. There
are still some metabolites with stronger reducibility in the
reaction system, such as reductive sugar and sodium
citrate, further reducing Au(I) to Au(0). In addition, ionized
metabolites with a long chain, such as some phospholipid























Fig. 5 Schematic illustration a top view, and b side view of stage-induced spiral nanoplate. Two kinds of the stage origin: c dislocation and
d tension crack. e SEM image of the small particles attaching at the edge of the nanoplate, as a proof of the edge-based growth process
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[53] and organic acids [54] can serve as surfactants. With
the addition of NaOH, molecules with amino and thiol
groups will become anionic and such anions are strongly
nucleophilic, hence attacking and reducing Au(III) to form
Au(I) coordination complex. Thus, there are more sites for
nucleation and the final size of the product becomes
smaller [55–57]. Besides, when gold nanoplates are re-
dispersed in the base condition, gold nanoclusters with
fluorescence are acquired (Fig. S6).
FT-IR spectrum plays a key role in probing organics and
analyzing the reaction phenomenon. In Fig. 9 and
Table S2, the band at 1407 cm-1, and the three typical
bands at 1703, 2931, and 3377 cm-1 of curve I are
assigned to the amide I (mainly C=O stretching) and amide
II (mainly N–H stretching) absorption due to C=O and N–
H stretching vibrations, respectively. In general, amide I
and amide II bonds are sensitive to the change of the
accepting and donating group of adjacent parts. In spec-
trum II, the blue shift of the band from 1705 to 1654 cm-1
and the red shift of the band from 2931 to 2939 cm-1
imply that gold has a certain effect on the amine in the
culture medium. Moreover, compared with the peaks at
674, 1064, 1604, and 3377 cm-1 in spectrum I, peaks in
spectrum II at 682, 1069, 1571, and 3377 cm-1 weaken
sharply, suggesting that the corresponding bond, C–N
(amine), plays an important role in the bio-reduction of
AuCl4
-1. Besides, most of the bonds have shifts such as
from 674 to 682, 1064 to 1049, and 1604 to 1571 cm-1.
This suggests the mutual effect between gold nanoplates
and the bio-reductants.
Fig. 6 Schematic illustration of growth of the multi-layered spiral
nanoplate (the upper row) and the corresponding SEM images (the
lower row). From left to right are morphologies of different growth














































Fig. 7 LC-ESI/HRMS spectrum of biomedium. The insert column
lists specific compositions that may contribute to the biosynthesis of
gold nanoplates. For molecules are tested in the negative ion mode
(M–H), the measured molecule mass in the insert table is equal to the






Growth of Nanoplate in Acid Condition
Fig. 8 Schematic illustration of the growth of nanoplate, the gold ions have an evolution of nanoclusters, nanoparticles, and nanoplates, while
the reverse reaction will occur when changing the pH of the solution later
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3.4 Plasmonic Properties of Gold Nanoplates
In order to reveal the plasmonic properties, triangular,
truncated triangular, and hexagonal nanoplates with the
same thickness (15 nm) are chosen for FDTD calculation.
The triangular nanoplate is modeled as a triangle with three
edges of equal length of 400 nm. For the truncated triangular
nanoplates, the length of the truncated edge is set as 80 and
150 nm, respectively. The edge length of the hexagonal
nanoplate is 200 nm. The length between the opposite apexe,
400 nm, is the same for the four shapes of the nanoplates so
that the nanoplates are kept at a similar size.
Figure 10 shows the calculated results. For the four gold
nanoplates, a common prominent peak is found at about
1600 nm in the extinction spectra, revealing the dipole
oscillation mode of the nanoplates. As the nanoplates are
15 nm in thickness and 400 nm in length, the aspect ratio is
approximately 26, which determines that the dipole reso-
nances are located in the infrared region. Compared with
recent report about gold nanoplates synthesized by chemical
method, the gold nanoplates show in-plane dipolar plasmon
peak with red shift, which is in agreement with the previous
finding that the aspect ratio increase of gold nanoplates leads
to red shifts in the in-plane dipolar plasmon peak [51]. It can
be clearly observed in the charge distribution profiles
(Fig. 10, right panels) that the dipole modes are associated
with the charge oscillation which mainly belongs to the
opposite apexes of the nanoplates. In the near-infrared and
visible region, several additional minor peaks can be iden-
tified in the extinction spectrum, which are attributed to
quadrupolar and higher-ordered oscillation modes. These
modes can be clearly revealed by the charge distribution
profiles at their corresponding peakwavelengths. It is usually
found that the intensity of an oscillationmode decreases with
its order. Moreover, in contrast to the dipole mode, the high-
ordered oscillation modes are found to be very sensitive to
the shape evolution of the nanoplate. When the shape per-
forms an evolution from triangular to truncated triangular
and finally to hexagonal nanoplates, intensities of the high-
ordered modes gradually decrease. This suggests that along


























Fig. 9 FT-IR spectra of yeast extract before (spectrum I) and after
reaction (spectrum II) in 2000–600 cm-1, the inset shows the














































































































Fig. 10 a Calculated extinction spectra (left) and corresponding
charge distribution profiles (right) of the triangular gold nanoplate
with 400 nm edges. Four plasmonic resonance modes can be
identified in the extinction spectra (arrows), corresponding to the
charge distribution profiles of the dipole (1), quadrupole (2), and
higher-ordered (3, 4) modes. b Those for the truncated triangular
nanoplate with 80 nm truncated edges. c Those for the truncated
triangular nanoplate with 150 nm truncated edges. d Those for the
hexagonal nanoplate with 200 nm edges
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rotational symmetry of the nanoplate increases so that there
is less room for the higher-ordered oscillation modes.
Therefore, for the hexagonal nanoplate, only two modes, a
dipole and a high-ordered one, can be found in the extinction
spectra.
4 Conclusions
One-pot biosynthesis of gold nanoplates with controllable
morphology and size has been demonstrated by bioreducing
of HAuCl4 in yeast metabolism. Gold nanoplates can be
obtained under acid conditions, while nanoflowers and
nanoparticles were obtained under basic condition. It is
interestingly found that, after being re-dispersed and main-
tained in the deionized water, nanoplates change their struc-
tures and morphologies to multi-layered spiral nanoplates.
When the nanoplates were re-dispersed in NaOH solution,
they were partially dissolved with generating photolumines-
cent gold nanoclusters. By detecting the composition of the
nutrient-induced biomedium, it demonstrates that thiol and
amino groupswith the reversible reaction in the acid and basic
condition play the key role of protonation of the organic
groups in the biosynthesis of nanoplates. Besides, FDTD
simulation shows that the gold nanoplates have prominent
extinction spectra peak at about 1600 nm, demonstrating
great potential in surface plasmon-enhanced applications or
the infrared thermotherapy. This work is expected as an
example in point to overcome problems of traditional chem-
ical synthesis and pioneer a new way of controllable biosyn-
thesis depending on fermentation industry.
Acknowledgments This work was supported by the National Key
Research and Development Program of China (2016YFC0102700),
National Natural Science Foundation of China (21171117, 21271181,
21473240, and 81270209), Medical-Engineering Crossover Fund of
Shanghai Jiao Tong University (YG2015MS51 and YG2014MS66),
and the Program for Professor of Special Appointment (Eastern
Scholar) at Shanghai Institutions of Higher Learning. We also
acknowledge support from the Instrumental Analysis Center of
Shanghai Jiao Tong University and the Center for Advanced Elec-
tronic Materials and Devices of Shanghai Jiao Tong University.
Open Access This article is distributed under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (http://creative
commons.org/licenses/by/4.0/), which permits unrestricted use, distri-
bution, and reproduction in any medium, provided you give appropriate
credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the
Creative Commons license, and indicate if changes were made.
References
1. E.C. Dreaden, A.M. Alkilany, X. Huang, C.J. Murphy, M.A. El-
Sayed, The golden age: gold nanoparticles for biomedicine.
Chem. Soc. Rev. 41(7), 2740–2779 (2012). doi:10.1039/
c1cs15237h
2. C.T. Campbell, The active site in nanoparticle gold catalysis.
Science 306(5694), 234–235 (2004). doi:10.1126/science.
1104246
3. M. Turner, V.B. Golovko, O.P.H. Vaughan, P. Abdulkin, A.
Berenguer-Murcia, M.S. Tikhov, B.F.G. Johnson, R.M. Lambert,
Selective oxidation with dioxygen by gold nanoparticle catalysts
derived from 55-atom clusters. Nature 454(7207), 981–983
(2008). doi:10.1038/nature07194
4. S. Sarina, E.R. Waclawik, H. Zhu, Photocatalysis on supported
gold and silver nanoparticles under ultraviolet and visible light
irradi ation. Green Chem. 15(7), 1814–1833 (2013). doi:10.1039/
c3gc40450a
5. D.H. Dahanayaka, J.X. Wang, S. Hossain, L.A. Bumm, Optically
transparent Au 111 substrates: flat gold nanoparticle platforms for
high-resolution scanning tunneling microscopy. J. Am. Chem.
Soc. 128(18), 6052–6053 (2006). doi:10.1021/ja060862l
6. K.D. Osberg, M. Rycenga, G.R. Bourret, K.A. Brown, C.A.
Mirkin, Dispersible surface-enhanced Raman scattering nanosh-
eets. Adv. Mater. 24(45), 6065–6070 (2012). doi:10.1002/adma.
201202845
7. A. Ohlinger, A. Deak, A.A. Lutich, J. Feldmann, Optically
trapped gold nanoparticle enables listening at the microscale.
Phys. Rev. Lett. 108(1), 018101 (2012). doi:10.1103/PhysRev
Lett.108.018101
8. Z. Luo, X. Yuan, Y. Yu, Q. Zhang, D.T. Leong, J.Y. Lee, J. Xie,
From aggregation-induced emission of Au(I)-thiolate complexes
to ultrabright Au(0)@Au(I)-thiolate core-shell nanoclusters.
J. Am. Chem. Soc. 134(40), 16662–16670 (2012). doi:10.1021/
ja306199p
9. S.E. Skrabalak, J. Chen, Y. Sun, X. Lu, L. Au, C.M. Cobley, Y.
Xia, Gold nanocages: synthesis, properties, and applications. Acc.
Chem. Res. 41(12), 1587–1595 (2008). doi:10.1021/ar800018v
10. S.R. Beeram, F.P. Zamborini, Purification of gold nanoplates
grown directly on surfaces for enhanced localized surface plas-
mon resonance biosensing. ACS Nano 4(7), 3633–3646 (2010).
doi:10.1021/nn1007397
11. L. Scarabelli, M. Coronado-Puchau, J.J. Giner-Casares, J. Langer,
L.M. Liz-Marza´n, Monodisperse gold nanotriangles: size control,
large-scale self-assembly, and performance in surface-enhanced
raman scattering. ACS Nano 8(6), 5833–5842 (2014). doi:10.
1021/nn500727w
12. C.K. Tsung, W.B. Hong, Q.H. Shi, X.S. Kou, M.H. Yeung, J.F.
Wang, G.D. Stucky, Shape- and orientation-controlled gold
nanoparticles formed within mesoporous silica nanofibers. Adv.
Funct. Mater. 16(17), 2225–2230 (2006). doi:10.1002/adfm.
200600535
13. C.-K. Tsung, X. Kou, Q. Shi, J. Zhang, M.H. Yeung, J. Wang,
G.D. Stucky, Selective shortening of single-crystalline gold
nanorods by mild oxidation. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 128(16),
5352–5353 (2006). doi:10.1021/ja060447t
14. J.E. Millstone, G.S. Metraux, C.A. Mirkin, Controlling the edge
length of gold nanoprisms via a seed-mediated approach. Adv.
Funct. Mater. 16(9), 1209–1214 (2006). doi:10.1002/adfm.
200600066
15. J.E. Millstone, W. Wei, M.R. Jones, H.J. Yoo, C.A. Mirkin,
Iodide ions control seed-mediated growth of anisotropic gold
nanoparticles. Nano Lett. 8(8), 2526–2529 (2008). doi:10.1021/
nl8016253
16. H.C. Chu, C.H. Kuo, M.H. Huang, Thermal aqueous solution
approach for the synthesis of triangular and hexagonal gold
nanoplates with three different size ranges. Inorg. Chem. 45(2),
808–813 (2006). doi:10.1021/ic051758s
17. J. Zhu, X.L. Jin, Electrochemical synthesis of gold triangular
nanoplates and self-organized into rhombic nanostructures.
Superlattices Microstruct. 41(4), 271–276 (2007). doi:10.1016/j.
spmi.2007.03.001
Nano-Micro Lett. (2017) 9:5 Page 11 of 13 5
123
18. A. Miranda, E. Malheiro, E. Skiba, P. Quaresma, P.A. Carvalho,
P. Eaton, B. de Castro, J.A. Shelnutt, E. Pereira, One-pot syn-
thesis of triangular gold nanoplates allowing broad and fine
tuning of edge length. Nanoscale 2(10), 2209–2216 (2010).
doi:10.1039/C0NR00337A
19. L. Chen, F. Ji, Y. Xu, L. He, Y.F. Mi, F. Bao, B.Q. Sun, X.H.
Zhang, Q. Zhang, High-yield seedless synthesis of triangular gold
nanoplates through oxidative etching. Nano Lett. 14(12),
7201–7206 (2014). doi:10.1021/nl504126u
20. Y. Xia, Y. Xiong, B. Lim, S.E. Skrabalak, Shape-controlled
synthesis of metal nanocrystals: simple chemistry meets complex
physics? Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 48(1), 60–103 (2009). doi:10.
1002/anie.200802248
21. G.S. Me´traux, Y.C. Cao, R. Jin, C.A. Mirkin, Triangular nano-
frames made of gold and silver. Nano Lett. 3(4), 519–522 (2003).
doi:10.1021/nl034097?
22. J.E. Millstone, S.J. Hurst, G.S. Metraux, J.I. Cutler, C.A. Mirkin,
Colloidal gold and silver triangular nanoprisms. Small 5(6),
646–664 (2009). doi:10.1002/smll.200801480
23. J. Chen, J.M. McLellan, A. Siekkinen, Y. Xiong, Z.-Y. Li, Y.
Xia, Facile synthesis of gold–silver nanocages with controllable
pores on the surface. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 128(46), 14776–14777
(2006). doi:10.1021/ja066023g
24. M. Grzelczak, J. Perez-Juste, P. Mulvaney, L.M. Liz-Marzan,
Shape control in gold nanoparticle synthesis. Chem. Soc. Rev.
37(9), 1783–1791 (2008). doi:10.1039/b711490g
25. S.S. Shankar, A. Rai, B. Ankamwar, A. Singh, A. Ahmad, M.
Sastry, Biological synthesis of triangular gold nanoprisms. Nat.
Mater. 3(7), 482–488 (2004). doi:10.1038/nmat1152
26. D. Yohan, C. Cruje, X.F. Lu, D.B. Chithrani, Size dependent gold
nanoparticle interaction at nano-micro interface using both
monolayer and multilayer (tissue-like) cell models. Nano-Micro
Lett. 8(1), 44–53 (2016). doi:10.1007/s40820-015-0060-6
27. Y. Huang, A.R. Ferhan, Y. Gao, A. Dandapat, D.-H. Kim, High-
yield synthesis of triangular gold nanoplates with improved shape
uniformity, tunable edge length and thickness. Nanoscale 6(12),
6496–6500 (2014). doi:10.1039/c4nr00834k
28. A. Azadbakht, A.R. Abbasi, Z. Derikvand, Z. Karimi, The elec-
trochemical behavior of Au/AuNPs/PNA/ZnSe-QD/ACA elec-
trode towards CySH oxidation. Nano-Micro Lett. 7(2), 152–164
(2015). doi:10.1007/s40820-014-0028-y
29. B. Tangeysh, K.M. Tibbetts, J.H. Odhner, B.B. Wayland, R.J.
Levis, Triangular gold nanoplate growth by oriented attachment
of Au seeds generated by strong field laser reduction. Nano Lett.
15(5), 3377–3382 (2015). doi:10.1021/acs.nanolett.5b00709
30. G. Zhan, L. Ke, Q. Li, J. Huang, D. Hua, A.-R. Ibrahim, D. Sun,
Synthesis of gold nanoplates with bioreducing agent using syr-
ingepumps: akinetic control. Ind. Eng. Chem. Res. 51(48),
15753–15762 (2012). doi:10.1021/ie302483d
31. S.K. Das, A.R. Das, A.K. Guha, Microbial synthesis of multi-
shaped gold nanostructures. Small 6(9), 1012–1021 (2010).
doi:10.1002/smll.200902011
32. G. Fleet, Yeast interactions and wine flavour. Int. J. Food Micro-
biol. 86(1–2), 11–22 (2003). doi:10.1016/s0168-1605(03)00245-9
33. G. Beltran, M. Novo, N. Rozes, A. Mas, J.M. Guillamon,
Nitrogen catabolite repression in Saccharomyces cerevisiae dur-
ing wine fermentations. FEMS Yeast Res. 4(6), 625–632 (2004).
doi:10.1016/j.femsyr.2003.12.004
34. K. Takeshige, M. Baba, S. Tsuboi, T. Noda, Y. Ohsumi,
Autophagy in yeast demonstrated with proteinase-deficient
mutants and conditions for its induction. J. Cell Biol. 119(2),
301–311 (1992). doi:10.1083/jcb.119.2.301
35. E. Nevoigt, Progress in metabolic engineering of Saccharomyces
cerevisiae. Microbiol. Mol. Biol. R. 72(3), 379–412 (2008).
doi:10.1128/MMBR.00025-07
36. S.K. Das, C. Dickinson, F. Lafir, D.F. Brougham, E. Marsili,
Synthesis, characterization and catalytic activity of gold
nanoparticles biosynthesized with Rhizopus oryzae protein
extract. Green Chem. 14(5), 1322–1334 (2012). doi:10.1039/
c2gc16676c
37. J.M. Otero, D. Cimini, K.R. Patil, S.G. Poulsen, L. Olsson, J.
Nielsen, Industrial systems biology of saccharomyces cere-
visiaeenables novel succinic acid cell factory. PLoS One 8(1),
e54144 (2013). doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0054144
38. O.V. Kharissova, H.V. Dias, B.I. Kharisov, B.O. Perez, V.M.
Perez, The greener synthesis of nanoparticles. Trends Biotechnol.
31(4), 240–248 (2013). doi:10.1016/j.tibtech.2013.01.003
39. A.P. Gasch, M. Werner-Washburne, The genomics of yeast
responses to environmental stress and starvation. Funct. Integr.
Genomics 2(4–5), 181–192 (2002). doi:10.1007/s10142-002-
0058-2
40. L. Cyrne, L.U.Martins, L. Fernandes, H.S. Marinho, Regulation of
antioxidant enzymes gene expression in the yeast Saccharomyces
cerevisiae during stationary phase. Free Radical Biol. Med. 34(3),
385–393 (2003). doi:10.1016/s0891-5849(02)01300-x
41. C. Lofton, W. Sigmund, Mechanisms controlling crystal habits of
gold and silver colloids. Adv. Funct. Mater. 15(7), 1197–1208
(2005). doi:10.1002/adfm.200400091
42. D. Aherne, D.M. Ledwith, M. Gara, J.M. Kelly, Optical properties
and growth aspects of silver nanoprisms produced by a highly
reproducible and rapid synthesis at room temperature. Adv. Funct.
Mater. 18(14), 2005–2016 (2008). doi:10.1002/adfm.200800233
43. B. Lim, P.H.C. Camargo, Y.N. Xia, Mechanistic study of the
synthesis of an nanotadpoles, nanokites, and microplates by
reducing aqueous HAuCl4 with poly(vinylpyrrolidone). Lang-
muir 24(18), 10437–10442 (2008). doi:10.1021/la801803z
44. B. Rodrı´guez-Gonza´lez, I. Pastoriza-Santos, L.M. Liz-Marza´n,
Bending contours in silver nanoprisms. J. Phys. Chem. B 110(24),
11796–11799 (2006). doi:10.1021/jp0611951
45. A. Guerrero-Martı´nez, J. Pe´rez-Juste, E. Carbo´-Argibay, G.
Tardajos, L.M. Liz-Marza´n, Gemini-surfactant-directed self-
assembly of monodisperse gold nanorods into standing superlat-
tices. Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 48(50), 9484–9488 (2009). doi:10.
1002/anie.200904118
46. S.S. Shankar, A. Rai, A. Ahmad, M. Sastry, Controlling the
optical properties of lemongrass extract synthesized gold nano-
triangles and potential application in infrared-absorbing optical
coatings. Chem. Mater. 17(3), 566–572 (2005). doi:10.1021/
cm048292g
47. E. Vekris, V. Kitaev, D.D. Perovic, J.S. Aitchison, G.A. Ozin,
Visualization of stacking faults and their formation in colloidal
photonic cystal films. Adv. Mater. 20(6), 1110–1116 (2008).
doi:10.1002/adma.200702431
48. N.G. Bastus, J. Comenge, V. Puntes, Kinetically controlled see-
ded growth synthesis of citrate-stabilized gold nanoparticles of up
to 200 nm: size focusing versus Ostwald ripening. Langmuir
27(17), 11098–11105 (2011). doi:10.1021/la201938u
49. V. Germain, J. Li, D. Ingert, Z.L. Wang, M.P. Pileni, Stacking
faults in formation of silver nanodisks. J. Phys. Chem. B 107(34),
8717–8720 (2003). doi:10.1021/jp0303826
50. R.P. Andres, T. Bein, M. Dorogi, S. Feng, J.I. Henderson, C.P.
Kubiak, W. Mahoney, R.G. Osifchin, R. Reifenberger, Coulomb
staircase at room temperature in a self-assembled molecular
nanostructure. Science 272(5266), 1323–1325 (1996). doi:10.
1126/science.272.5266.1323
51. F. Qin, T. Zhao, R.B. Jiang, N.N. Jiang, Q.F. Ruan, J.F. Wang,
L.-D. Sun, C.-H. Yan, H.-Q. Lin, Thickness control produces
gold nanoplates with their plasmon in the visible and near-in-
frared regions. Adv. Opt. Mater. 4(1), 76–85 (2016). doi:10.1002/
adom.201500496
5 Page 12 of 13 Nano-Micro Lett. (2017) 9:5
123
52. J. Xie, Y. Zheng, J.Y. Ying, Protein-directed synthesis of highly
fluorescent gold nanoclusters. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 131(3),
888–889 (2009). doi:10.1021/ja806804u
53. M.S. Bakshi, Nanoshape control tendency of phospholipids and
proteins: protein–nanoparticle composites, seeding, self-aggre-
gation, and their applications in bionanotechnology and nan-
otoxicology. J. Phys. Chem. C 115(29), 13947–13960 (2011).
doi:10.1021/jp202454k
54. M.-X. Zhang, R. Cui, Z.-Q. Tian, Z.-L. Zhang, D.-W. Pang,
Kinetics-controlled formation of gold clusters using a quasi-bi-
ological system. Adv. Funct. Mater. 20(21), 3673–3677 (2010).
doi:10.1002/adfm.201001185
55. X. Ji, X. Song, J. Li, Y. Bai, W. Yang, X. Peng, Size control of
gold nanocrystals in citrate reduction: the third role of citrate.
J. Am. Chem. Soc. 129(45), 13939–13948 (2007). doi:10.1021/
ja074447k
56. R. Cui, M.X. Zhang, Z.Q. Tian, Z.L. Zhang, D.W. Pang, Inter-
mediate-dominated controllable biomimetic synthesis of gold
nanoparticles in a quasi-biological system. Nanoscale 2(10),
2120–2125 (2010). doi:10.1039/c0nr00193g
57. A.C. Templeton, W.P. Wuelfing, R.W. Murray, Monolayer-pro-
tected cluster molecules. Acc. Chem. Res. 33(1), 27–36 (2000).
doi:10.1021/ar9602664
Nano-Micro Lett. (2017) 9:5 Page 13 of 13 5
123
